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Winter, 2016Headliners Club’s New President

JoLynn Free
Not every club in town is headed by a new 

president as multidisciplinary as JoLynn Free.  
Who would expect a prominent financial consultant with 
Stephens, Inc., to have Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Theatre from the University of Texas, and to have played a 
significant role in a number of Austin’s non-profits?  Actually, 
JoLynn is not so much multidisciplinary as multi-talented.  
Her community involvement encompasses chairing the 
boards of numerous organizations 
and foundations including the Austin 
Community Foundation, SafePlace 
Foundation, Seton Cove, the 
Foundation for Religious Studies at 
the University of Texas, and the Quin 
Foundation and Church Corporation 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas.  
She currently serves on several of 
these boards and the Seton Fund, 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal School, and 
the Director’s Council of the U T 
Department of Theatre and Dance, 
and as an Advisory Board mem-
ber of Conspirare and the Nature 
Conservancy.
	 She might even be clairvoy-
ant.  Her first job out of graduate 
school was as Supervisor of Cultural 
Arts of the City of Austin.  In 1976, 
she was “on the ground” spearhead-
ing the first July 4 Austin Symphony 
Orchestra concert and fireworks event on then Town Lake.  
How many members were at the club, looking down on 
the festivities, while JoLynn’s thoughts were on whether the 
cannon would fire on cue during the 1812 Overture finale?  
She laughed relating this, saying she remembered raising the 
princely sum of $5000 from the then Capital National Bank 
to support the whole event. 
	 JoLynn is married to architectural preservation-
ist Gregory Free.  They have a daughter and grandson 
in Homer, Alaska, (population 6,000 on a warm day).  
Daughter Shay is an RN; fourteen-year-old Avram, a cellist 
in the community orchestra, rock climber, and player on an 
adult soccer team.  He also spends his spring break each year 
skiing with his grandmother.  
	 JoLynn loves bringing family, friends, and clients to 

the club, especially those new to Austin, and showing them 
the beautiful environment from the 21st floor’s unique van-
tage point.  She feels that the holidays are the best times to 
use Headliners because the decorations are exquisite and lend 
a festive atmosphere for entertaining. Particularly memorable 
to her is a Christmas party for clients about two years ago, 
at which Craig Hella Johnson of Conspirare performed with 
guest artist Rob Albers.  “It was an intimate, magical evening 

none of us will forget,” JoLynn says.
		 Her favorite entrée on the 
menu? she replied that she and Gregg 
love “all the fish. And when I’m 
being really bad, I have the veal.” 
The couple greatly enjoy the quiet 
elegant atmosphere while dining at 
the Headliners. 
		 Fielding the question about 
her first reaction when asked to 
be president, she said that, luckily, 
Elizabeth Christian “warned” her 
that her position as the Executive 
Committee Secretary, usually leads to 
the presidency. Her first thought was, 
“Oh, no!” but she quickly realized 
that the well-run Board makes her 
job easy. “My job is to do no harm 
and don’t mess with Sue.” (The two 
women are long-time friends, so this 
was said with affection.) 
		 Others are confident that 

JoLynn will be more than just an “attender”. Chairman of 
the Board, Brian Greig, said, “For several years, JoLynn has 
been of special help on the Investments Committee, bringing 
another experienced mind to gauge the work of our financial 
advisors. As president, her calm and thoughtful approach will 
benefit us all.” And former Board Chairman, Tom Granger, 
was equally complimentary of JoLynn’s upcoming year as 
president. “She’s a get-it-done person. When she is given a 
job, she will do it very effectively and efficiently.” It looks like 
another great year at Headliners, with a leader who knows 
Austin, loves to work, and can get things done. 

			   - Kay Allensworth
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  NEW BOARD 

Randa Safady

Elected to a four year term as Trustees are: JoLynn Free, Randy Howry, James 
Taylor, Susan Dawson, Doug Dodds, Scott Dunaway and Randa Safady.

Randa Safady is a familiar face at Headliners, 
both for her volunteer service to the Club and 

the time she spends there – either attending its varied pro-
grams or conducting business. 
	 “I’m there at a minimum of one day 
a week and more often than not at least two 
days a week. It’s sort of an extension of my 
office for all practical purposes,” says Safady, 
chief advancement officer for the University of 
Texas System, located across the street. “I have 
to take about 50 steps and I’m right there.”
	 But it’s not just the proximity that 
has made Safady such a Headliners devo-
tee that she’s back on the Board of Trustees 
barely a year after wrapping up service to the 
Headliners Foundation Board of Governors. 
Safady last served on the Club’s 
Board of Trustees in 2007.
	 “To me, the Headliners 
Club is sort of Ground Zero for 
all civic and business gatherings 
in Austin,” she says. “It’s a place 
I find to be inspirational and 
fun and provides a great comfort 
zone for business and civic dis-
cussion.”
	 Safady - who’s considered a national expert on phi-
lanthropy -- has developed innovative programs for the UT 

System and its campuses, including creating and serving as 
executive producer of a statewide PBS series on higher edu-
cation, “State of Tomorrow,” that has earned five Lone Star 

Emmy awards.
	 Additionally, she volunteers for universi-
ties and nonprofit organizations and has 
been honored by her alma mater Texas State 
University as well as receiving St. Edward’s 
University’s Presidential Medallion and UT 
College of Communication’s Robert Jeffrey 
Award for Distinguished Service.
	 Safady says she “remembers very distinctly” 
her first Headliners visit, courtesy of the late 
Frank McBee, where a 20th floor room hon-
ors his Austin legacy. She was working at St. 
Edward’s University, where McBee helped 

students with leadership. The 
campus earned a large grant and 
Safady says McBee brought her 
to the Headliners “on a Friday 
for a celebratory lunch”
	
Shes’ been returning ever since.

		
		  - Sharon Jayson

	

 

“One of the things I’ve really noticed the 
Headliners Club does exceptionally well is 
its Speakers Series, taking that role very 
seriously,” Safady says. “It works very 
hard to expose members and guests to 

opportunities to hear lots of perspectives 
about issues of state and national 

importance.”

The Headliners Club has one of the most enviable Board of Trustees in the city. 
In addition to Brian Greig continuing as the chairman and JoLynn Free being 

elected as president, the following will serve as officers:
Secretary:  Doug Dodds
Treasurer: David Roche

President-elect: Carl Stuart 

2016 New Officers
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  FOUNDATION  

Headliners Foundation Names 
New Executive Director:

Araminta Sellers

Araminta Sellers was appointed executive director of the 
Headliners Foundation in January 2016 after 20 years 

of experience working in state government and private sec-
tor communications roles. 
	 Sellers most recently served nearly 
three years as Deputy Executive Director and 
Director of Administration at the Railroad 
Commission of Texas. Previously she was 
Chief of Staff for State Rep. Paul Workman, 
Director of Policy and Planning at the Texas 
Legislative Council, and held several other 
positions working for members of the legis-
lature, including the late Lt. Governor Bob 
Bullock. 
	 She holds an M.S. in Organizational 
Leadership and Ethics, from St. Edward’s 
University, and a B.S. in Public Relations 
from UT Austin. She and her husband, Tom 
Sellers, are members of the Club. 
	 Sellers will administer the Foundation’s programs 
that support excellence in Texas journalism. These include 
professional awards, college scholarships, grants for edu-

cational initiatives, and events that put a spotlight on the 
state’s outstanding journalism and the best reporters and 
editors. 

		  “Araminta assumes this key leader-
ship position at an exciting time,” said Mark 
Morrison, Foundation chair. “We recently 
celebrated the Foundation’s 30th anniver-
sary and its record of remarkable growth 
and increasing impact. Araminta is the ideal 
leader to build on our successful record as 
we establish ambitious goals for our fourth 
decade and beyond.” 
		  Araminta succeeds Janice 
Cartwright, who resigned after serving as 
executive director for two years. Morrison 
noted that Cartwright improved commu-
nication with Texas media and journalism 
educators, expanded scholarship applications, 

modernized databases, and helped launch the Showcase 
Awards. “We thank Janice for these and many other accom-
plishments and wish her well in her future pursuits,” said 
Morrison.

				  

The Foundation’s Professional Excellence Committee 
has accepted 38 submissions for the 2015 Showcase 

Award for Enterprise and Innovation. Each is posted and 
available for viewing at headlinersfoundation.org under the 
Journalism Awards tab. 
	 The Showcase Awards were established in 2013 to 
recognize outstanding journalism that makes a significant 
impact on government, public policy or the conduct of a 
business, non-profit or other organization. All professional 
Texas-based news providers – print, broadcast and digital – 
are eligible for this award, with $5000 in total prize money. 
“Visitors to our site can view some extraordinary journalism 
that media throughout Texas produced in 2015,” said John 
Lumpkin, committee chair. 

Foundation Launches 2016 Awards, Scholarships 
	 The Foundation’s Academic Excellence commit-
tee, headed by KVUE President Patti Smith, is currently 
reviewing scholarship applications from students pursu-
ing journalism in Texas for the 2016-17 academic year. 
Last year the Foundation received a record 63 scholarship 
applications and awarded $56,000 to students attending 19 
Texas universities. 
	 Winners of both the Foundation’s professional 
awards and scholarships will be honored at the annual  
Mike Quinn Awards Luncheon, to be held September 17 at 
Headliners Club.

	 			   - Araminta Sellers



4

   EVENTS  

...continued on page 5

President’s Party
 February 3, 2016

Club leadership: Incoming president JoLynn Free with 
her husband Gregg Free, Headliners newsletter editor 
Jane Greig, outgoing president Dillon Ferguson with his 
wife Cissie Ferguson and Chairman Brian Greig.

Past Presidents: Tim Taylor (2004) and Ed Small (1996).

Past President 

Wallace Smith 

(2014), Ann 

Butler, Susan 

Dunaway, 

Lanette Smith 

and Scott 

Dunaway.

Newlyweds – Board Treasurer Demetrius McDaniel and his wife Melanie.

The women presidents: 

Carolyn Lewis (2005), JoLynn Free (2016)

and Elizabeth Christian (2009).

Outgoing President 

Dillon Ferguson 

explains how the club 

works to incoming 

President JoLynn Free. 
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Chairman Greig 
thanked President 
Ferguson for his 
service with a 
new golf club.

Events: President’s Party

A collection of Austin 

High School graduates: 

Darnell Mosely, Leslie 

McConnico, David 

Minton, Ann Bauer, 

Suzy Balagia, Kathy 

Taylor, David Roche 

with Beth and 

Tom Granger. 

The Headliners 

Foundation rec-

ognized JoAnne 

Midwikis for her 

more than 12 years 

of service.

Chairman Greig 
presented President 
Ferguson with the 
traditional president’s 
mug which will be on 
display in the 
Press Box. 

New President 

JoLynn Free con-

tinued the tradition 

with “Let the Party 

Continue!”

Headliners Foundation leadership: 
Past Chairman Bud Shivers and 

current chairman Mark Morrison.

This trio was clearly enjoying a secret: Cissie Ferguson, 
Bud Shivers and Ann Butler.

Good friends spending time together is always the 
best part of any Headliners evening: Cissie and Dillon 

Ferguson with Mary Lou and Charles Morrison. 
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   EVENTS  

Member’s Christmas Party
December 23, 2015

...continued on page 7

Diana and Charles Smith

Anne and 
Jerry Winn

Lael Seagert and her 
son Jim McCullick

The Heath Family: Mike, Rachel and Gayle

Chris Bell and his son 
Brian.

Greg and Katherine Vesley with Kathy 
and Tom Johnson

James Dick with Jan 
Lehman and Alan 
Geistman
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Events: Christmas Party

...continued on page 8

Rob Bridges, Lathrop Smith, Peter Pincoffs, William Page and Will Wilson

Russ Sartain and Kent Lance

Julia and Ross Rathgeber

Good Friends: Deborah Yurco, Becky Heiser, Lanette Smith and Melissa Jackson

Morris and 
Amanda Foster

Delores and Jose 
Montemayor
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Events: Christmas Party

KIDS  MOVIE  NIGHTS

The Club leadership met for the annual meeting under the clock in the Press Box at 12:17. Seated: Leslie McConnico, JoLynn Free and Tom Granger. Standing: Paul Bury, Franklin Hall, Wallace Smith, Sam Sparks, 
Tim Taylor, Brian Greig, Joe Holt, Meade Bauer, and Carl Stuart.

Pat and Ed Harris

Anita and Ted Edwards

New Headliners 
Foundation 
Director 
Araminta 
Sellers with her 
husband Tom

Chrissy and 
Brad Compere
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  EVENTS  

KIDS  MOVIE  NIGHT- 
December 28, 2015

KIDS  MOVIE  NIGHTS

Charles Granger and 
Anna Granger were 
ready for movie night.

Greer Granger was 
excited to see her 
friends.

The Wright family loved getting together (l to r): Jonah and 
Eliza Wright, Gordon Wright and Karen VanAusdal, Roberta and 

Larry Wright.

Corby and Stephanie Jastrow had a great time at movie night with Claire 
Jastrow, Coco Jastrow, Kennedy Jastrow and Marissa Gamel.

David and Sue Hart were so happy to bring their family to 
kids movie night: Kelley, George, Riley and Will Rendziperis.

Sean, Maryke, Benn, Mila and Tristan 
Cunningham with Brian McCall couldn’t wait to 

see the Minions movie.



10

  EVENTS  

New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2015

Beth and Tom Granger 

Shannon and 
Gay Ratliff with 
Milly and Jim 
Bridges

Lillie Gilligan danced the night away.
Ben and Lynn Turner

Julian Read and Fraser CroftJohn and Jennifer Garrett

Grant and Deborah Willson
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Peggy and Steve Ryder were so 
fascinated by Richard Garriott 
de Cayeaux’s speech that they 
kept him after the discussion to 
answer more questions.

  SPEAKER EVENTS  

Inside Track: Luncheon
With Dr. Richard Garriott de Cayeux

February 11, 2016

Dr. Richard Garriott de Cayeux, 
wealthy Austin entrepreneur, friend of 

Elon Musk, and one-time space tourist came to the 
Headliners to explain his proposal for a Personal 
Rapid Transit (PRT)system for the City of Austin.  
It consists of individual battery-operated cars 
carrying up to six people that are fully automated, 
on-demand, non-stop and travel on an elevated 
guideway point-to-point.  They are convenient, 
green and a tenth the cost of any competing transit 

Special events committee chairman Mary Scott Nabers 
introduced speaker Richard Garriott de Cayeaux.

system, according to Dr. 
Garriott de Cayeux.  The 
cars load and accelerate to 
35 mph in 90 seconds at 
the push of a button.
	 The only 
PRT to be built in the 
United States was a 
prototype built in the 
1970`s subsidized by 
the federal government 
in Morgantown, West 
Virginia, to connect 
the campuses of West 
Virginia University.  It 
ran on an electrified 

Sam Wilson went to the University of 
Oklahoma with Richard’s father – Owen.

Pulitzer Prize winning author Larry 
Wright came to learn about Richard 
Garriott de Cayeaux’s project – personal 
rapid transit (PRT).

Garriott’s proposed 
system would be similar 

to that at Heathrow 
Airport (pictured here) 
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Speaker Events: Luncheon With Dr. Richard Garriott de Cayeux

track, had massive cost overruns, and was widely deemed 
at the time to be a white elephant.  Yet, it is still in use 
today and was revamped in 2014. Since then, there have 
been technological improvements that have made PRTs 
cheaper to both install and run. Garriott cites the ULTra 
(Urban Light Transit) PRT opening at Heathrow airport 
in May of 2011 as his model. It shuttles people from 
Terminal 5 to various parking facilities.  
	 Although he would like to involve all of Austin 
long-term, for the moment Garriott Enteprises, in 
partnership with the Ben Barnes Group, is proposing 
a PRT to the University of Texas with 7 miles of track 

encompassing the 40 acres with 170 cars and 20 
stops with two or three nose-in parking spots 
at each stop. It is to be privately financed at a 
cost of approximately $120 million and should 
be completed in 18-20 months.The goal is to 
eventually move cars to the periphery of campus, 
freeing up valuable real estate now taken up by 
parking garages.  When finished, UT would be the 
first in the nation to have such a system.

			   - Donna Shipley

Scott Kidd and Scott Kidd enjoyed a father and son lunch.

Tom Terkel was delighted to spend time with his daughter Taylor and 
new son in law Ryan. 

Headliners luncheons are always a good time to reconnect with old friends. (l to r) former Austin Mayor 
Ron Mullen, Matt Mathias, and former Lt. Governor Ben Barnes.

Judge Lee Yeakel and Ben Barnes were two of the very interested members to 
attend the sold out luncheon.
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  FAMOUS AUSTINITES  

Admiral Bob Inman and Chairman Michael McCaul
February 17, 2016

In conjunction with the Greater Austin Crime Commission the 
Headliners Club hosted Admiral Bob Inman and Chairman 

Michael McCaul for a discussion of Failures of Imagination, 
McCaul’s book. 
	 As the representative of Texas’ 10th Congressional District 
and Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee, McCaul 
is uniquely qualified to pen a look at the possible threats to our 
national security as well as actions needed to protect us. Admiral 
Inman served as Director of the National Security Agency and 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence. The insightful duo is no 
stranger to the Headliners Club. The packed house spoke to the 

audience’s confidence in them. 
	 In general the assessment of the 
current threats to the United States was 
sobering. A disaffected employee, a terror-
ist hacker, any country with state-owned 
businesses may be the instigator of physi-
cal or cyber attacks. 
	 Admiral Inman noted a Paris-
like shooting could easily happen in the 
United States. The sophisticated encryp-
tion techniques used by those terrorists 
allowed them to converse in “dark space,” 
where traditional technology solutions are 

ineffective, allowing their communications to 
remain unseen. Chairman McCaul concluded 
“If we cannot see it we cannot stop it.” The 
controversy concerning privacy versus nation-
al safety loomed large in the discussion. The 
new generation of terrorists have gone viral 
with about 200,000 tweets per day, advised 
Chairman McCaul. Admiral Inman said 
“they know we are listening but we have less 
access to the information so we are at greater 
risk now than a year ago.” 

Headliners members and their guests were once again treated to the wisdom 
of Admiral B.R. Inman and Homeland Security Chairman of the House of 

Representatives Michael McCaul.

Tom Terkel, Tim 
Taylor, John 
Schweitzer and 
Jim Stone shared 
pre-dinner time 
with Admiral 
Inman.

It was nice to see 
the Dodds fam-
ily at a Famous 

Austinites event: 
DeLoss, Mary Ann 

and Doug.

...continued on page 14
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Famous Austinites: Admiral Bob Inman and Chairman Michael McCaul

	Looking forward Admiral Inman advised the 
United States to remember China is a competi-
tor, not an ally and that care must be taken 

not to make it an enemy. And 
Russia? Mr. Putin clearly does 
not like us and has concluded 
at present he can push us 
around. In this arena long term 
planning is advised as Admiral 
Inman predicted Putin would 
be around until at least 2024. 
Chairman McCaul advised 
extreme caution in dealing with 
the “tiger” that is Iran. 
	 Challenges to our 
national security abound. 
Questions from the attend-
ees included the relationship 
between Israel and the United 
States, missiles in outer space 
and what to look for in the 

United States. A read of Chairman McCaul’s book addresses 
many of the “what ifs.” In our rush to be connected, concludes 
Admiral Inman, “the world has amplified the problem of disaf-
fected individuals.” 

					     - Jane Greig

Fred Burton and John Schweitzer met prior to the discussion on national 
security.

Joe and Sonia Holt, Ralph Wayne and Melissa Jackson were intrigued by the speakers.

Susan Fainter, Nancy 
Inman and Jane Greig 
are always happy to 
be at the same dinner.

Extremely interested 
audience members - Linda 
McCaul and Tim Taylor.

Failures of Imagination - Michael McCaul’s book 
was autographed by the author to Max Miller.  

Chairman McCaul discusses his book 
with Michael McCormick.
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  FAMOUS AUSTINITES  

Karl Rove
February 26, 2016

Headliners members and guests listened with rapt atten-
tion as fellow member Karl Rove, weekly op-ed writer 

for the Wall Street Journal and Fox News contributor, viv-
idly recounted the story of the presidential election of 1896. 
Present day has nothing on the past!
		 In his latest book, The Triumph of William McKinley, 
Rove recounts the populist movement that led the demo-
crats to nominate orator William Jennings Bryan and the 
Republican, William McKinley of Ohio. Consider the back-
drop of this election. The times were rife with technological 
change – automobiles, refrigerated rail cars, electric lights. The 
differences between the men were numerous. The most cited 
one is the belief in the free coinage of silver (Bryan) versus the 
imperative to remain on the gold standard (McKinley). Does 
the Cross of Gold Speech, Bryan’s famous impassioned plea at 
the Democratic National Convention, ring a bell?

		  “Having behind us the commercial interests and the 
laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their 
demands for a gold standard by saying to them, you shall not press down 
upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify man-
kind upon a cross of gold.”
	 The drama of this election year was not confined to the 
national level. For example, Rove described the riotous scene at the 
Millet Opera House (now the Austin Club) when chaos erupted at 
the Texas 

An animated speaker - Karl Rove enthralled Headliners 
with his discussion on President William McKinley.

The Ambassadors Peacock

The event gave Headliners the opportu-
nity to get their books autographed by 

Karl: Ann Yeakel

...continued on page 16

Kim Anderson
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Famous Austinites: Karl Rove

Republican Convention: “Chairs and other tables were 
smashed over heads or against bodies. Fists, bludgeons, 
bottles, knives and razors appeared.” Not exactly the storied 
political picture of a smoked-filled room and a brokered 
convention.
	 Having served valiantly in the Civil War, in the 
United States Congress and as governor of Ohio, McKinley 
ran a presidential race unlike any other. The 25th presi-
dent is credited with running the first modern primary 
campaign. He focused on individual segments of voters 
such as Catholics and ran openly for office, contrary to the 
tradition of waiting at home for the race to run its course. 
His election and campaign reformed and modernized the 
Republican Party, creating a governing majority that dom-
inated American politics for the next three plus decades. 

Rove deftly and impassionedly brought the crowd 
to understand the era and the political changes 
McKinley fashioned.
	 But the evening was not all about the 
election of 1896. When asked about the cur-
rent campaign, Rove offered discerning insights: 
“We have never nominated and elected a serial 
bankrupter,” he said. As to an overall prediction 
and what might be ahead in November? “We are 
entering into the twilight zone.”
				    - Jane Greig

New member James Loutit (left) decided an evening with 
Karl Rove would be fun to share with his friends Harvey 

Walsh and Fitzhugh Lee.

Friends and fans - Steve LeBlanc, Pat 
Oles and Sam Winters.

Headliners President-
elect Carl Stuart (left) 

with his son-in-law 
Nathan spent some 

quality time with Karl.Representative Paul Workman 
with his wife Sherry enjoyed 
a pre-speech discussion with 
speaker Rove.



17

  CONCERT SERIES  

WILLIE NELSON & FRIENDS
Jordan and 
Andrea Reber 
were thrilled 
to be out for 
a night on the 
town.

Baker and Julia 
Howry were ready 

to sing along to 
their favorite songs.

The Donoghue family was happy to celebrate the holidays together:  David Williams, Marsha 
Williams, Erin and Richard Donoghue.

The Cunninghams know how to host a party: Bill Cunningham, Jack and 
Mary Balagia, Charles and Karen Matthews, with Isabella Cunningham.

Mary Lou Fitzpatrick brought her daughters and sons-in-law for 
a fun night out. (Rick, Kathryn, Mary Lou, Elizabeth and Jason)

Chris, Karla and Charles Gillan were ready 
for a night at ACL-Moody Theater.
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  A Moment in history 
You have seen the framed historic photos in the Nash room 
and hopefully you are enjoying all of the photos in the his-
tory book. Here are a few more from the Club’s collection.

Governor Allan Shivers with movie star soon to be senator 
from California, George Murphy at the second Headliners Gala. 

Cactus Prior, Neal Spelce and Newsman Chet Huntley at the Stag Luncheon.

1976: 
Charles Nash with 

former Miss America 
Phyllis George at 

the Annual Gala.``

1986: 
Harry Middleton 
and Liz 
Carpenter at the 
Annual Gala.

1996: 
Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock (right) with Gary 

and Jan Pickle at the journalism 
awards luncheon.

1956: 

1966: 
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  BOOKSHELF 

New to the Headliners Library
Authored by Headliners Members

Failures of Imagination: The Deadliest Threats to Our Homeland—
and How to Thwart Them - by Chairman Michael McCaul

The sitting chairman of the Homeland Security Committee, who receives daily intelligence 
about threats materializing against America, depicts in real time the hazards that are closer 
than we realize.  From cyber-warriors who can cripple the Eastern seaboard to radicalized 
Americans in league with Islamic jihadists to invisible biological warfare, many of the most 
pressing dangers are the ones we’ve heard about the least—and are doing the least about.

Mr. Rube – by Coleen Grant Hardin

From the author: Reuben Henry Grant, my paternal grandfather, was born January 26, 
1861 in Georgia, the son of William Miles Grant, a Civil War veteran, and Elizabeth 

Permelia Young. Highlights of the 444 page book include family stories, history, photo-
graphs and maps – with an emphasis on how the war away, the war at home, and their 

aftermath shaped Mr. Rube and the others who endured that time. Family names include 
Grant, Gaar, Mitchell, Smith, White, Young, and others.

Under Fire: The Untold Story of the Attack in Benghazi - by Fred Burton

The New York Times bestselling inside account of the attack against the U.S. diplomatic and 
intelligence outposts in Benghazi, Libya

On the night of September 11, 2012, the American diplomatic mission at Benghazi, Libya, 
came under ferocious attack by a heavily armed group of Islamic terrorists. The prolonged 
firefight, and the attack hours later on a nearby CIA outpost, resulted in the deaths of 
four Americans, including the American ambassador to Libya, Christopher Stevens, the 
Information Officer, Sean Smith, and two former Navy SEALs, Tyrone Woods and Glen 
Doherty, working for the Central Intelligence Agency.

More than just the minute-by-minute narrative of a desperate last stand in the midst of an 
anarchic rebellion, Under Fire is an inspiring testament to the bravery and selflessness of the 
men and women who put their country first while serving in one of the most dangerous 
regions in the world.
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  SIDELINES 

Honors

The Austin Bar Foundation’s annual Gala honored Tom Ausley 
this year with the Larry F. York Mentoring Award. This award 
is given to a lawyer or judge who has demonstrated exceptional 
skill and generosity in mentoring younger members of the bar, 
practiced law for at least ten years, and served as a role model 
and counselor to other lawyers. Shown here with Judge Eric 
Shepperd (right), President of the Austin Bar Association, Photo 
by Andrea Reesing

The Settlement Home for Children recognized Ann Showers Butler as the 2016 Community Leadership 
Award recipient at the Shining Star Gala at the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum on February 21. 
She was selected for this honor because of her generosity to countless charitable organizations, in addition 
to her legacy as part of Austin’s Hike and Bike Trail. Shown at the ceremony with her family: (l to r) Tom 
Granger, Roy Butler, Jr., Charles Granger, Ann Butler, Beth Granger and Roy Granger.
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Seen Around The Club

Speaker of the United States House 
of Representatives, Paul Ryan, was 
happy to visit the Headliners Club 

again with Susan Lilly.

Longtime friends and Longhorns: Bill Little, Case McCoy 
(former UT quaterback) , Kim Scofield (holding Colt and 
Rachel’s daughter), Colt McCoy (former UT quaterback 

and current NFL player with the Washington Redskins) and 
Rachel McCoy.

Celebrations

Demetrius 
McDaniel & 
Melanie Belt 
married on 
December 6, 
2015 at the 
Four Seasons 
Resort in Las 
Colinas.

Congratulations to newlyweds 
Cathy and David Dunham.

Sidelines
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HEADLINERS PARKING
Bradfield Heiser Vice President/ Heiser Developments 

Angela Evans Dean/ LBJ School of Public Affairs 

Chris Hester CEO/ Kinnser Software 

Steve Late Owner/ President/ Late European Luxury Cars

Scott McArtor Managing Partner/ Hawkeye Partners 

Lee Ann Tally Miller Co-Owner/ Standard Industrial Manufacturing 

Brian Roark Partner/ Botsford & Roark

Robert W. Shepard Chairman of the Board/ Shepard Walton Kin Insurance

  NEW MEMBERS  

  REQUIESCANT IN PACE  

Harold Kenneth (Robbie) Robertson

Fred Werkenthin
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	 Many of you have noticed that parking in downtown Austin has become 
increasingly challenging.  With the city growing at a rapid pace in terms 

of both population and new construction, the downtown area has lost much of the 
street parking and surface parking that used to be available. The parking garage in 
our building is being affected in the same way as others around us. Many people are 
looking for parking and fewer parking spaces available.  As a courtesy to our members 
and guests, the Chase Bank parking garage in our building is working hard to manage 
who uses their precious parking spaces.  The parking attendants will be asking anyone 
parking in the garage during busy times if they have business in the building.  Anyone 
that says they are coming to the Headliners Club will be given priority to park as long 
as the garage is not full.  Although the Headliners Club cannot validate for any other 
parking garages, there is nearby parking at a few garages around us, and the parking 
attendants can direct you to other parking garages when needed.

We encourage to you to let your guests know and plan accordingly.  Here are a few 
suggestions to help you get to the Club in a timely manner:

•	 If you are in the downtown area, consider walking to the Club.  
•	 Leave early to give yourself time to find parking.
•	 If you find parking within five blocks of the Club, don’t pass it up! 
•	 Carpool with others coming to the Headliners Club.
•	 If you have an Uber account, consider taking advantage of that service.
•	 Arrange to be dropped off in front of the 6th Street entrance.

We have heard your concerns and will continue to work on making the parking more 
convenient.  We look forward to seeing you and your guests here very soon.

Please note that evening and weekend events do not face the same challenges - there is 
plenty of parking after 5:00 pm.  

								        Thank you,
								        The Headliners Club

HEADLINERS PARKING
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Suzy Balagia
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Dan Bullock
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Susan Dawson
Frank Denius

Scott Dunaway 
Amanda Foster
Franklin Hall 
Randy Howry 
Ramona Jones

Susan Lilly 

Leslie McConnico
Demetrius McDaniel

David Minton
Mark Morrison

Mary Scott Nabers
Chuck Nash
Randa Safady

John Schweitzer
Wallace Smith 

Sam Sparks
James Taylor
Tim Taylor

Terry Tottenham

Executive Committee
Mark Morrison, Chair

John Lumpkin, Vice-Chair
Patti C. Smith, Vice-Chair

Jane Greig, Secretary
JoAnne Midwikis, Treasurer

Quen Garza
Patti Ohlendorf

R.B. Brenner ò
Elizabeth Christian

David Dunham
Howard Falkenberg

JoLynn Free ò
Brian S. Greig ò

Bruce Hight
Harvey Kronberg

Gary Pickle *

Ross Ramsey
Kelley Shannon

Allan Shivers, Jr. *
Wayne Slater
Neal Spelce *

Terry Tottenham
Steven Weinberg

Fred Zipp

 *  denotes Emeritus
ò denotes Ex-Officio

Brian Greig, Chairman
JoLynn Free, President
Doug Dodds, Secretary
David Roche, Treasurer

Carl Stuart, President-Elect
Dillon Ferguson, Past President

Tom Granger, Chairman Emeritus


